THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

We have seen that though the spiritual manifesta-
tions obtained wide public notice through the Fox
girls, they were known long before this. To the pre-
ceding testimony to this effect we may add that of
Judge Edmonds, who says:* " It is about five years
since the subject first attracted public attention, though
we discover now that for the previous ten or twelve
years there had been more or less of it in different
parts of the country, but it had been kept concealed,
either from fear of ridicule or from ignorance of what
it was/5 This explains the surprising number of
mediums who began to be heard of immediately after
the publicity obtained through the Fox family. It
was no new gift they exhibited, it was only that their
courageous action in making it widely known made
others come forward and confess that they possessed
the same power. Also this universal gift of medium-
istic faculties now for the first time began to be freely
developed. The result was that mediums were heard
of in ever-increasing numbers. In April, 1849, mani-
festations occurred in the family of the Rev. A. PL
Jervis, the Methodist minister of Rochester, in that of
Mr. Lyman Granger, also of Rochester, and in the
home of Deacon Hale, in the neighbouring town of
Greece. So, too, six families in the adjoining town of
Auburn began to develop mediumship. In none of
these cases had the Fox girls any connexion with what
took place. So these leaders simply blazed the trail
along which others followed.

* " Spiritualism," by John W. Edmonds and George T. Dexter, M.D.,
New York, 1853, p. 36.
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